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“t is finished,” (John
19:30) means that Jesus
has completed the job of
taking away our sins. The
phrase also means that He
has taken away the accu-
sations of God’s law. If Je-
sus has taken away our
offense then there is noth-
ing for which we can be
accused. When Jesus says
“It is finished,” has is say-
ing that all legitimate accu-
sations against us have

ended.

Theologians use an old
Latin saying: “Lex semper
accusat.” It is translated,
“The law always accuses.”
There is a lot of truth to
this old saying. Whenever
we hear the law it has a
way of making us feel
guilty. When | was a kid
watching TV at night my
mom would ask, “Have you
finished your homework?”
The question accused me
because | knew that | had
not really finished. | knew
the rules: no TV until your

G000 000 0000000000000 0000000000%90%9%9

@ Church Office Hours: Pastor is in the office Monday through
L 4 Thursday. (He can also be reached anytime on his cell at 763-

¢ 4382375

Pastor: Rev. Klemet Preus

homework is done and
that rule declared me
guilty. Last summer | got
stopped by a cop for
speeding. Even before
my car had rolled to stop
on the side of the road |
was feeling accused. |
knew the law - 55 miles
per hour. | knew my of-
fense; 72 in a 55. | was
accused by the law. | did-
n't contest the ticket. |
was accused by the law

and found guilty.

That’s the way of God’s
law too. It always ac-
cuses me. Jesus said,
“You have heard it said
to the people long ago:
Do not murder....But | say
to you that any who is
angry with his brother will
be subject to judg-
ment.” (Matthew 5:21-
22) | know that most of
us are fairly even tem-
pered and do not habitu-
ally lose our tempers. But
Jesus accuses us if we
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March 2008
“It is finished” Part 2

hold a grudge or if we
simply “let the sun set
on our anger.” Jesus
said, “You have heard
that it was said, ‘Love
your neighbor and hate
your enemy, but | tell
you: Love your enemies
and pray for those who
persecute you.”” Well, |
feel accused by these
words. Our prayer lives
are probably not particu-
larly stellar even when it
comes to friends and
family. And we typically
complain about our ene-
mies more than we pray
for them. When Luther
gave an explanation of
the first commandment
he said, “We should fear
love and trust in God
above all things.” Again,
we feel accused. Any
honest person would
also feel accused. We
simply do not love God
more than ourselves.
We place ourselves first.
Our advertisements say,
“Because I'm worth it.”
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“Let your light so shine
before men that they may
see your good works and
Zlorify your Father which
s in heaven”

Church Elders: Adam Brein-
inger, Jerald Dulas, Lee Hart,

Bud Hitchcock, Dave Koos-
man, Matt Knea, Garry
McCreary and Mark Swenson.
Next Elders Meeting will be
Monday, March 3rd at
6:30pm
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President of Congregation:
Mike Miller

Treasurer:

David Teske

Secretary:

Scott Grau

Church Council: Bill Anderson,
Mark Anderson Hal Braun,
Eileen Esget, Scott Grau, Carl
Hartness, Tim Lavanger and
Brenda Richards

Next Council Meeting will be
Monday, March 10th at 6:00

pm.
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They do not say, “Because God is worth it.” A pop song in the eighties was entitled, “Looking out for num-
ber one,” and “number one” was not God - it was me. | feel accused.

Now listen to the apostle Paul as he tells us that these accusations of the law are a thing of the past be-

cause of Jesus death. “When the fullness of time had come God sent His Son, born of a woman, born un-
der the law to redeem those that were under the law.” “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us, for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree,”” (Galatians 4:4,
3:13) Paul is telling us that Jesus took the accusation for us. He was accused of what we had done
against the law so that we could escape accusation.

Jesus said, “It is finished.” That means that accusations against us are now a thing of the past because
of Jesus. He has taken the accusations and died because of them. Paul says, “There is now, therefore, no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)

The greatest skill of the Christian is to say, “Shut up!” to any law which says we are guilty before God. It
may be rude but it is very liberating as well. When your conscience says you have sinned just tell it to be
quiet. Accusations are over. When you reflect upon God’s law, and it is a harsh law at times, then simply
say to the law, “Shut up. There is no condemnation in Christ.”

If | have been redeemed from the law with its accusations then | can safely also believe that | am right
with God.

Klemet Preus
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Sunday, April 6th

E:rj'= One Church Service at 9:00 AM
=]= Followed by Bible Class and Sunday School

1 During this one service we will have the Adult Choir,
Youth Choir and Bell choir playing. We will take a group
n_, picture prior to the beginning of the service. Please

plan on attending we WANT the whole Glory of Christ
Family in the picture.
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oates to Remembe,- ’ll

Mar. 2nd

COFFEE SERVERS:

ACOLYTES:
8:00 AM
10:30 AM

ELDERS:
8:00 AM

10:30 AM
USHERS:
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

Lent Services

ALTAR GUILD;

OFFERING
COUNTERS:

B. Larson
J. Larson

H. Mahan
J. Fiepke

M. Swenson
B. Hitchcock
J. Dulas
M. Knea

K. Diemand

T. Beach

J. Eickhoff

J. Fahnhorst

M. Swenson 3/5
G. Monskey 3/5
J. Braun

S. Torkelson

T. Lavanger
R. McBroom

% OUR MUSIC STAFF:

During Lent Practice at 7:45 PM.

Mar. 9th

A. Olson
S. Torkelson

Z. Mahan
L. Anderson

M. Swenson
B. Hitchcock
J. Dulas
M. Knea

B. Larson

J. Larson

L. Fahnhorst
G. Fahnhorst
D. Woldt 3/12
C. McGriff 3/12
J. Koosman

K. Swenson

C. Smith
C. Smith

d9 Church Organists: Zelda Malo & Sarah Miller
L2 Adult Choir Director: Mele Willis 612-804-7723—practice on Wednesdays at 7:30 PM.

Mar. 16th

G. McCreary
C. McCreary

J. Olson
J. Flakne

M. Swenson
B. Hitchcock
J. Dulas
M. Knea

J. Malo

M. Olson

D. Hargreaves
R. Hargreaves
M. Olson 3/20
D. Feneis 3/20
T. Richards

B. Richards

J. Bulau
L. Reinke

Mar. 23rd

EASTER
BREAKFAST

K. Lavanger
J.D. Braun

M. Swenson
B. Hitchcock
J. Dulas

L. Hart

C. McGriff
L. Esget

P. Koosman
R. Koosman

G. McCreary 3/21
C. McCreary 3/21

J. Koosman
K. Swenson

K. Monskey
G. Monskey

d¢d Youth Choir Director: Sarah Miller 763-972-4496—practice on Wednesday at 6:30 PM

Mar. 30th

M. Swenson
K. Swenson

H. Mahan
B. Larson

M. Swenson
B. Hitchcock
J. Dulas

L. Hart

B. Anderson
T. Beach

W. Decker
G. Fahnhorst

R. Decker
C. McCreary

J. Paradis
K. Paradis

) Adult Bell Choir Director: Brenda Richards 763-476-6981—practice on Wednesday at 6:30 PM.
During Lent Practice at 6:15 PM,
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The whole church watched with nervous anticipation
as the visiters sat where the Marting have sat for 42 years.
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Services in March Wﬂfsbip

March 2, Fourth Sunday in Lent (Jubilate). When Jesus fed the five thousand ac-
cording to John 6, the gospel lesson for this Sunday, it was a teaching miracle.
The main point is explained in the second half of the chapter. Jesus is teaching us
that He is the bread of life and that we must feed on Him through faith. No other
bread can satisfy us. Divine Service Two setting Il will be followed.

March 9, Fifth Sunday in Lent (Cantate). John 8 contains perhaps the strongest
assertion by Jesus that he is the Lord God of old. He is both Lord of Abraham and
paradoxically the promise given to Abraham. Jesus is also the promise of God to you. Divine Service two set-
ting 1l will be followed.

March 16, Palm Sunday - Matthew’s Gospel uses the Old Testament quite freely in showing that the humble
savior was predicted centuries earlier by a God who has never stopped caring for His people including you.
Divine Service Two setting Il will be followed.

March 20, Maundy Thursday at 7:00 — There are only three times during the year in which the altar cloths are
red. This is one of them. We use red when we focus strongly on the work of God in blessing his church. The
blessing of Christ we observe on Maundy Thursday is the gift of the Sacrament of the Altar. (The other two
times are Pentecost and Reformation Sunday.)

March 21, Good Friday at 7:00 - The word of Christ from the cross which was not addressed during our mid-
week Lenten services is Christ’s plaintiff cry, “I thirst.” There is a lot more to this word than an announcement
of a dry mouth. Our traditional Tennebre service will be followed in which we concentrate on the last words of
Christ by teaching each other through the hymns of Christ’s passion and offering our prayer and hymns to God
in sorrowful appreciation for his Son.

March 23, Easter - The epistle lesson, | Corinthians 5:6-8 tells us that Christ, our Passover lamb, gives us a
new feast and with it a whole new religion. Well that’s not surprising since he rose from the grave and opened
the gates of heaven for us. That’s the whole reason for celebration during this holy season. Pastor Preus will
preach from the gospel lesson for Easter Sunrise which is John 20:1-18 - the story of Jesus’ conversation with
Mary as she mistook him for the gardener. Divine Service One will be used and for the first time in a couple of
months we will sing, along with other joyous Easter hymns, “This is the Feast of Victory for our God.” Services
will be held at 8:00 and 10:30 with brunch served between the services.

March 30, Second Sunday of Easter - The Sunday after Easter always draws our attention to the story of
Christ appearing to his disciples and giving them the authority to forgive sins (John 20:19-31). It would have
all been for nothing had Christ died for the sins of the world, but never commissioned anyone actually to an-
nounce this forgiveness. Thank God He has given this duty to ministers. Divine Service | will be used through-
out the Easter Season.

Lenten Services

March 5, 7:00 - Hallowed be thy name/Woman behold your Son...Behold your mother. John 19:26-27. Greg
Tyler

March 12, 7:00 - Lead us not into temptation/It is finished. John 19:30. Peter Preus
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Al Az
2N The "D" and "M" words 7N
Al Al
7N 7N
;:é The (not so silent) Silent Auction is officially a month and half away. Date and lo- ;:é
\I, cation: April 12,5 89 pm at St. Patrick's Event Center, Edina, MN. (Yes, we'll W/
’:‘ provide maps and coordinate efforts to get those of you who don't drive to this /:f
é.é GREAT location!) é.é
Al Alz
: :: The "D"word? Donate . You could also use: give, contribute, bestow, bequeath, : ::
7~ make a contribution, provide, offer. Whatever word you use, we thank you for your 7N
;:é generous contributions at the First (not so silent) Silent Auction, and we are ready, ;:é
9:4 willing, and able to receive them now. Please don't delay; we are counting on you. %:é
9:% The "M" words? Mercy and Missions . Yup. They even go together, don't you é:é
alz think? As Glory of Christ looks outward to others, we become a congregation Az
::: ready, willing and able to help others, showing mercy unto many others. Luther- :::
7~ ans are known for their large hearts, and this is especially evident now in Ply- 7N
;:4 mouth, MN at Glory of Christ. ;:é
e : : : Al
7\ This is your call to action. Use the "D" and "M" words often in your conversation 7N
9:% with others. We trust you will invite two others from outside Glory of Christ to this é:é
9:4 event. Who knows? Showing mercy might become contagious. 9:5
Al Al
7N 7N

= X f
42 Gllory of Clrist (Lol 42
R A R

Please check out the updated Missions board in the ’ffg
5{5 Narthex for a description of the following missions we support. afia
CLEF, Luther Academy, Higher Things, James May (Togo), A

a2 University Lutheran Chapel, Concordia Theological Seminary,
Philippines Mission and Hymnals for new mission Churches in MN
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 Annmual Yeuth
Pasta Pimmer

W Our Annual Pasta Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, March 9th at f

6:00 PM. Plan on attending and supporting our youth. You can
WSIQH up on the Rotocube in the Narthex.
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NOTE: Seriously though, if you know someone who is struggling, talk to them v
Yabout the hope you have in Jesus Chrivst.

4 your Pastor. He can help you, and maybe even visit with them himself. Ve

A

v

NP PSPPI ISP OSSP PP,

; . . ¢
How to invite a friend to church. »
v
. v
1)Think of someone you know that doesnpot
v
2)Say, fAHey, would you |like to come toﬁ c h
v
~ \ ?
But what |ftheysay/7 NO?o s
Then ay, Aok, well maybe some otht&r t
I f you ever want to go with me. 0 hen
v
Whatis theysay, 71 Y ES 0 ? ‘s
Then be sure to tell them what time church starts, and where the ﬁ
church is. Offer to pick them up and drive them. N
v
What if theyshouto L EAVE ME ALONGE YOU STUPI D RELI
And then punch me in the nose? v
Since this only happens in your imagination, why not imagine them saying
Ayeso? Or at | east imagine them mﬁssi
v



Glory of Christ Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
4040 State Hwy. 101 No.
Plymouth, MN 55446
Office: (763) 478 -6031
www.gloryofchrist.org

Rev. Klemet Preus & Pastor

Jo Ellen Braund Admin Asst.

Service Schedule

Sunday Services
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Bible Class & Sunday School
9:15 A.M.
Mid Week Lenten Services Wednesday 7:00 PM
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 7:00 PM



March
Happy Birthday
Happy Anniversary

March 6th David and Naomi Teske Anniversary
March 7th Ann Olson Birthday
March 7th Kelly Dorweiler Birthday
March 9th Josh Olson Birthday
March 10th Carl Hartness Birthday
March 12th Beth Schoolman Birthday
March 13th Alex Houck Birthday
March 15th Benjamin Schaumburg Birthday
March 28th Todd Schoolman Birthday
March 30th Matt Houck Birthday

May God Bless them on this Special Occasion!!!

<

Upcoming
Event Dates

Event Date Time
Pasta Dinner 03/09/08 6:00 pm
Easter Breakfast 03/23/08

Silent Auction 04/12/08 5i 9 pm
Youth Paint Ball 04/27/08
Confirmation Retreat 05/02-04/08
Confirmand Examination 05/17/08

Confirmation 05/18/08




Musings from Mike Miller

My friends in Christ:

At our February council meeting we discussed having a church photo, this would be an every
member group photo taken on April 6th. We would have one service at 9am and would have the
photo taken prior to the service. We would have special music during this worship service.

Please mark this date on your calendar.

We met jointly with the elders to have Christian Preus review Glory of Christ constitution and by-
laws. This meeting helped us all to better understand our roles and responsibilities as well as
some historical basis behind these important documents.

Under the bylaws the Church Council has the responsibility to establish and terminate commit-
tees and or working groups. As such we established the following committees:

Buildings and Grounds—Roger Hargreaves, Chairman This name change replaces the group for-
merly named Trustees. We felt the hame change was necessary due to the legal definition used
with the name Trustee, implying a fiduciary obligation in legal and or investment related matters.

Marketing—Naomi Teske and Matt Knea, co chairs
Endowment Fund—Christian Preus, Chairman

Missions—Mark Swenson, Chairman

Silent Auction—Debbie Paradis and Adam Breininger, co chairs

Compassion Helpers—Sean and Allison Breininger, co chairs
This group will be providing some local outreach to the less fortunate.

There will be additional groups established in the near future. As these groups are added, | will
make note of them in the newsletter.

Gary McCreary, after tax season, will be working on establishing a records retention schedule for
Glory of Christ. We are currently maintaining some unnecessary records and want to get this or-
ganized and in place this summer to free up storage space while at the same time keeping all

necessary documents for an established period of time.



The lack of quality regarding the commercial cleaning service we contract with was discussed. |
contacted the owner, who was very appreciative of the call. He stated that their services would
improve. If you have any concerns or notice something that should be given attention please let

me know.

We discussed the use of a Pay pal account for the Church. Two major areas of concern were
raised. One being the issue of what is called Unrelated Business Income Tax (UBIT). Gary
McCreary will be researching and following up on this so as not to jeopardize our tax exempt
non profit status. The other issue was, do we as a church want to be selling items on EBay for
fundraising type activities? This part of the discussion was focused more | think from a spiritual
perspective and did we want to get started down this road. Council agreed to get legal and tax

advice. Elders will likely be discussing the question if we should be selling items on EBay.

If you have any ideas, thoughts, suggestions, etc. that you feel nheed to be addressed or dis-
cussed by council please let a council member know. Communication is at its best when it

flows freely both ways.

Finally our Lenten services continue on Wednesday evenings. Join us prior to the service from
around 6pm to 6:50pm for our Lenten suppers prepared by various groups within the church. In
these services we have the opportunity to reflect upon the walk that Jesus took to the cross, His
free gift to us, so that we may have everlasting life.

i

God'’s Blessings to you all.

Mike Miller
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’- Missed Picture Day a Glory of Christ? Please contact Jo Ellen
- at 763-478-6031 for alternative places to get you photo’s

¥

" taken.

¥

i Candid 4 x 6 photos’ needed. Please provide any photo’s you’'ve
+ taken at Church events over the last year for out directory.

Al pictures should be in the office by Wednesday, March 12th.
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